THE  EMPIRE   OF   INDIA
birds and beasts of the household are extraordinarily tame. These are not so much petted as treated with the consideration that is due to members of the family : the cultivator appeals to his bullocks as " my brothers." To adults life offers few pleasures of the senses : eating is a monotonous experience of the plainest dishes i drinking, for the respectable, is limited to water : there are no attractions in sport or in physical exercises, Life may be happy when seasons are favourable: but it is not joyful. Fairs and festivals give some excitement to the women who can attend them, and caste ceremonies and entertainments to the men. They derive their pleasure rather from tjie gratification of a sense of dignity and im-portance than from the exercise of the functions of mind or body. It should be added, however, that English school games are rapidly gaining in popularity, and of evenings the parks of Bombay and Calcutta are as crowded with youths playing cricket, football or hockey, as are the public playgrounds of an English city.
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